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June 23, 2011

PRESS RELEASE 

ELLIS ACRES MEMORIAL PARK, INC.

 WALMART GRANT

Walmart Corporate Office and Headquarters in Bentonville, Arkansas awarded a $50,000 grant to Ellis Acres Memorial Park, 245 Camden Street, Dillwyn, Virginia 23936. 
The Wal-Mart Grant will be presented to Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. on June 23, 2011 at 9:00 AM by a Team of Wal-Mart managers, supervisors and associates who will receive a briefing and tour of the park. Afterwards the Wal-Mart Team will perform community service by staining picnic tables, trash bins and fences; preserving historic remnants, and mulching flower gardens.
The grant will be used to defray the Community Building Operation costs to equip the industrialized kitchen with necessary culinary items and equipment and to provide needed furnishings and equipment for classrooms, food service areas and meeting spaces. The Community Building Operation will be conducted in a 2,250 square foot Rosenwald Historic Training School Building [1924-1953] restored and renovated in compliance with current building codes and standards. 
The restored facility will be presented to the public when the park will officially opens on Friday, November 11, 2011 at 11:11 AM in honor of all veterans.

The Community Building offers a combination of multiple purpose rooms to accommodate GED classes, adult literacy and education, workforce training, broad band computer access to a virtual classroom environment, at-risk-youth development, food preparation and distribution, positive after school alternatives for students and productive stimulating options for senior citizens. The feasibility study by Virginia Tech, Community Design Assistance Center, revealed the unique distinctions of the entire Ellis Acres Memorial Park, as well as, the Community Building Operations to serve the needs of the total population regardless of age or reasonable physical limitations.

Agreements, partnerships and letters of support are in place with the Town of Dillwyn, Buckingham County School System, local industry and Southside Virginia Community College to help ease the implementation process beginning in November 2011 and to improve the probability of a continued successful operation.  Maximum implementation is anticipated to be continual with adjustments to increasing needs according to the availability of facilities and resources. 
The Community Building Operation is one of the six major components in the 9.25 acre Ellis Acres Memorial Park. While three other components, the Walking and Jogging Trails, the Picnic Pavilions and the Play Grounds are being developed concurrently, the top priority is the Community Building with the Outside Restrooms. Development of the other two components, the Memorial Building and the Small Sports Area, is being held in abeyance.  The Community Building Operation is a welcome beam of hope for the individual and community potential development that would be lost in the sands of time otherwise.

